Carers Panel Meeting Note 13th August 2026
Present: KH, PI, DS
Apologies: LS, DB
	Topic
	Notes

	Matters Arising
	CoEL strategy consultation 

Carers Panel and Volunteer Strategy Development Session - follow up questionnaire – Fill in form

All present had submitted a response to the strategy session or were planning to attend the talk to us over tea session.

Parking charges 
Updated panel members that we are making efforts to collect views from carers via NB carer support worker and will share find appropriate means of raising any patterns raised. 

Fringe by the Sea
Updated members that we attended FBTS and had good engagement from the public. 

In Control Scotland 
Updated members about WTFC that will go ahead starting in Sept. Agreed to share developments from the project with members. 

	GP Practice Project
	Shared current responses to the survey with panel members including request for training sessions which have been passed to V and T Coordinator. 
Agreed to update panel at next meeting. 
Discussion around potential ‘professional event’ that could involve GP Practice representatives. 
Possible event with ‘are you an unpaid carer who works in the care sector?’ focus.
Suggestion that following training session delivery, share quotes with other practices. 
Raised suggestion from MB that topic is taken to OT manager to see if there are alternative routes for influencing. Panel were keen for this to happen.

	Jargon buster
	Where an acronym is likely to be included, ensure it is included in the document, following the description. 
Plain English throughout. 
All members to take away and share any suggestions at next meeting.
Could it be a live document that is open to submissions?

	CoEL strategy development work 
	Explained the process for the ‘talk to us over tea’ event and asked whether members felt we were missing anything. No notes.

	AOB
	Right to a break consultation – updated on consultation timeline.
IMPACT project – G and P updated on the project. Positive feedback about where the outcomes could lead. Panel keen to have updates about the project as it progresses. This can be done via P, but maybe worth considering inviting H to attend the panel in the future. 
Motability scheme changes – D shared own experience with the group. G encouraged affected members to share any concerns with her for raising to the NCO’s.
Carers Rights Day Thursday 19th November. Asked members whether they would like to see us doing anything in particular to mark the day. Suggestion of stand in hospital. Other members to raise suggestions outwith the meeting.
CoEL AGM - 28th October 2026 from 10am to 12pm The Fraser Centre – date for diary. 
KH shared recent positive experience of daughter with carers passports. G shared information about carer positive accreditation with members.

Brief discussion about agreeing a project focus for the carers panel. Explore in September session. Some ideas around reaching out to ‘new communities’ in a growing EL. Professional event – unpaid carers in the care sector. For further discussion at the next meeting.

	Next meeting 
	24.9.26 – Lammemuir Room 




